Formation of virus-like particles by bone cells in mice with a high incidence of spontaneous leukemia.
Bone samples from potentially leukemic and leukemic mice revealed numerous 90-to 110-nanometer particles morphologically identical to murine leukemia virus. Particles were observed budding from plasma membranes of osteocytes and osteoblasts but were most numerous in osteocyte lacunae. Particles were not observed in bone samples from mice which rarely develop leukemia.